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יְהוֹשֻׁעַ
Lesson 1
The Preparation of Joshua 

The story of Joshua does not begin with the book that bears his name. A good deal of information about the earlier years of Joshua is revealed to us in the books of Exodus and Numbers. These books show that Joshua went through an extensive period of preparation 

before he was ready to lead the people of God. 

I. War with Amalek (Ex. 17:8-16)
a. What was the opposition the Israelites faces when they crossed the Red Sea? b. Who was chosen to lead the men into battle? c. What are some of the things that Joshua could have learned from this incident?
II. On Mt. Sinai (Ex. 24:12-18)
a. When Moses traveled up Mt. Sinai to meet the Lord, who went with him? b. Joshua (along with the elders) was in whose presence in vs. 9? c. What may Joshua have learned from this incident?

III. The golden calf (Ex 32: 1-18)
a. What were Joshua’s observations (vs. 17, 18) of what the people were doing when they had come down the mountain? b. What reaction of Moses did Joshua witness? 

c. What could Joshua have learned from witnessing the angry reaction of Moses and seeing the result of the wrath of God? 
IV. In the tabernacle (Ex. 33:9-11)

a. What did Joshua witness when Moses went into the tabernacle? b. Where was Joshua at while God spoke to Moses in the tabernacle? c. What could Joshua have learned from what he witnessed?
V. Prophesying In the camp (Num. 11 :26-29)
What was Joshua’s response to Moses when Medad and Eldad began to prophesying in the camp? What could Joshua learn from this? 

VI. Spying out the land (Num. 14:6-9)
a. What was the reaction Joshua (along with Caleb) to the children of Israel’s  refusal to enter Canaan? b. What did the Israelites choose to do? What was their reward? What was Joshua and Caleb’s reward? What could Joshua have learned from this incident?

VII. Joshua's ordination and the death of Moses (Num. 27: 18-23)
Joshua was specifically chosen by God to take the place of Moses and 

at the death of Moses took over the role of leadership. But even as he gained this 

responsibility what must Joshua have learned about:
a. Where true spiritual leadership comes from?

b. God’s ability to work His plan with anyone?
יְהוֹשֻׁעַ
Lesson 2

Three Changeless Factors 
There are many reasons for the importance of the book of Joshua. Perhaps the most 

significant reason is that it stands between the books of Moses and the rest of the Bible.  The attitudes demonstrated by Joshua toward God, His power, and the written word are identical to the attitudes of Moses. And the attitudes we are to possess today. We will discuss in this lesson three factors which were unchanged in the passing of leadership from Moses to Joshua. 

I. First Changeless Factor- The Written Word (Joshua 1:1-8)
a. What does God assure Joshua He will do for him as he did for Moses? b. What two phrases does God use to refer to the written word? c. What three things does God ask Joshua to do with the Law? 

II. Second Changeless Factor- The Power of God (Joshua 3:7-17; 4:15-18)
a. What did God say was the reason for this event (vs. 7)? b. What did Joshua say it would prove (vs. 10)? c. Joshua connects this event with the Red Sea parting (4:23). Read Exodus 14:13-31 and explain similarities between the two. 

III. Third Changeless Factor- The Supernatural Leader (Joshua 5:13-6:2; 6:27) 
a. It is important to understand that Joshua and thus the entire nation were led by God. 

b. Compare this incident (5:13-15) to Moses' encounter with God (Exodus 3:1-6, 14-16). c.What does God say that indicates He is fulfilling a plan through time using different men? d. In Deuteronomy 31:2-8, what does Moses tell Joshua God would do for him? 

IV. The Three Factors Today 

Read the following passages and be prepared to discuss that each of the above factors 

exist today: 

The Written Word- I Corinthians 14:37; II Thess. 2:15; II Peter 1 :19-21; 3:2, 15-16. 

The Power of God- Matthew 28: 18; Acts 1:8 

Supernatural Leader- Matthew 28:20; Ephesians 1:20-23 

יְהוֹשֻׁעַ
Lesson 3
Continuation of the Promise to Abraham 
As the Israelites stood on the east bank of the Jordan, it is important to understand that 

they were on the verge of fulfilling the second of three promises God made to Abraham. 

Before we can fully appreciate the events in Joshua we must understand the nature of these three promises. 

I. Promises to Abraham

1. In Genesis 12:1-3, what two promises were made to Abraham here?

2. In Genesis 13:14-17, what additional promise was given to Abraham? Notice that 

God connect this promise to an earlier one when he changes Abram's name to 

Abraham (Gen 17:2-8). 

3. To whom was the promise was repeated in (Gen. 26:3, 4,23-24) and (Gen. 28:13-15; 35:9-12). 

4. Why did Joseph insist that he not be buried in Egypt (Gen. 50:24-25)? 

II. Fulfillment of the Promises 
1. In Exodus 19:1-6, after the Israelites were delivered from Egypt God gathered them at Mt. Sinai to deliver His law, what does He call the people? What promise has been fulfilled?

2. In Deuteronomy 27:1-3, what was the promise given here? Was it a conditional promise?

3. When Jehovah addresses Joshua in Joshua 1:1-6,10-11, what promise is being fulfilled? 

4. Read Genesis 15:13-16 and Deuteronomy 9:3-5. Was it fair for God to give the 

Israelites the land of other people? 

III. Spiritual Promise 
1. What promise was made for all nations through Abraham? To whom was this promise 

first made to in Genesis 3:15?

2. In Acts 3:22-26, how would Peter describe this promise as being fulfilled? 

3. Read Romans 4:11-15 and Galatians 3:9-14. Describe how we are able to be of 

Abraham's family. 

יְהוֹשֻׁעַ
Lesson 4

Rahab (Joshua 1:10-2:24) 

Earlier we studied Jehovah's speech to Joshua in 1:1-8 in which He assured Joshua of 

the success of the people in taking the promise land. In preparation for this event, Joshua 

addressed the tribes of Reuben, God and the half-tribe of Manaseh (1 :12-15). These tribes were already in possession of their land, but Joshua reminded them of their agreement to help their brethren take the rest of the land (Numbers 32:1-5, 16-27). They heartily agreed to go and help Joshua. But first, spies were sent out to view the first city, Jericho. 

I. The Mission of the Spies
1. What were they instructed to do? 

2. In their answer to Rahab (vs. 2:14) what indicated their faith? 

3. Compare their report to Joshua 2:24 to the report given by the ten spies returning from 

a similar mission 38 years before (Numbers 13:28, 29, 31-33). In particular note their 

attitude toward the land's inhabitants. 

II. Faith of Rahab 

1. How did Rahab save the spies' lives? 

2. According to Rahab how had the cit reacted to the news of the Israelites' victories? 

3. What had Rahab heard that caused her to believe? 

4. What statements of faith does Rahab make? 

5. Considering her circumstances what would you say made Rahab's faith so remarkable? 

III. Agreement between Rahab and the Spies
1. What was the arrangement that Rahab and the spies made? 

2. What indicates Rahab's care for her family? 

3. How soon did Rahab follow instructions? 

4. Note that Rahab was saved (6:25). 

IV. Ancestor of Christ 

1. Read Matthew 1:1-6. The implication is that Rahab was an ancestor of Jesus. Note that Nahshon is mentioned in Numbers 7:12. 

2. Given this honor what can we say about the ability of a person to change their life before God. 

V. Lesson
1. Read James 2:24-26 and Hebrews 11:31. 

2. List the lessons you think are taught in Joshua 2. 

יְהוֹשֻׁעַ
Lesson 5
The Jordan (Joshua 3-5) 
Earlier we studied how one of the changeless factors in our world is the power of God. In this lesson we will look at the crossing of the Jordan, in which the power of God is quite evident. As the children of Israel were on the cusp of entering the promise land, God assures them of His presence among them and of His protection unto them.
I. Israel Crosses the Jordan (Joshua 3) 
1. What did Joshua instruct the people before they crossed the Jordan? Why? 2. Why did the ark have to go before the people (John 10:4, Exodus 25:22)? What did the ark represent to the people? (Exodus 25:22 and 33:14) 3. What promises did God affirm to His people before the crossing (7-10)? 4. Who were assigned to carry the ark? Why? (Deut. 31:9) 

II. The Memorial Stones (Joshua 4)
1. What was the purpose of the stones that were pulled out of the Jordan and place in their camp (vs. 6,7)? 2. After the 12 men took the stones out of the Jordan and set them up, what did Joshua do? 3. What was said about how Joshua was looked upon by the people after they crossed over the Jordan? 4. What happened to the water when the priest’s feet touched dry land? 5. What did Joshua do with the 12 stones that came out from the Jordan (vs. 20)?

III. The Second Generation Circumcised (Joshua 5)
1. What was the reaction to by the surrounding inhabitants of the land to the incident at the Jordan? 2. What was the reason for the circumcision of the sons of Israel the second time? 3. Why was the name of the camp renamed to Gilgal? What does the name mean?

4. Why did the manna cease?

IV. Lessons
1. In the midst of this “impossible” circumstance, what wonderful advantages did God's people have? (See 2 Corinthians 1:8-10, Psalm 27:1-3)

2. What was the significance of position of the ark in the center of the river bed while all the people crossed to the other side? 

3. On what basis do I share both the identity and function (or purpose) of those who carried the ark? (1 Peter 2:9; 2 Corinthians 2:14-16; 3:2-3)

4. God never fails His people, but He often provides His resources at the very last moment. How and why does His timing and sufficiency produce spiritual maturity in His people? How does Matt 6:25-34 deepen your understanding of these truths?

יְהוֹשֻׁעַ
Lesson 6

Jericho 
Jericho stood in the river valley of the Jordan, approximately five miles west of the river. It was a strategic city as it controlled the way of ascent to the mountains and hence to the rest of the promise land. It was not a large city but was literally a fortress and well built to withstand a siege. At Jericho the Israelites faced their first test west of the Jordan. 

When near the city, Joshua had a vision which indicated that God was aware of their 

situation and would provide for them. 

I. Vision and Instructions (5:13-6:7)
1. Describe the vision that Joshua had prior to the attack of the city. 2. How was Joshua affected by the vision? 3. Based on our readings of the first five chapters, what were the feelings of the people of Jericho regarding the Israelites? 4. What were the instructions of God to Joshua regarding the taking to the city? 

II. The Devoted City (6:8-21) 

1. What special instructions were made for the seventh day? Why does Joshua say to 

shout? 2. What was to happen to the people of the city? Read Deuteronomy 20:10-18. Why did God instruct the Israelites to destroy Jericho? Were they faithful? 3. What was to happen to the silver and gold? Read Deuteronomy 13:16-18. 4. Note that the city was given to Israel (vs. 16) but was to be devoted to God (vs. 17). 

III. Rahab and Prophecy (6:22-27)
1. Why was Rahab saved? Where did she live afterward? 2. What prophecy was made regarding the city? Read 1 Kings 16:34 and explain when it was fulfilled. 3. How was the reputation of Joshua affected by this incident? 

IV. The Role of Faith 

1. The Israelites may well have had a superior force; why then do you think God chose 

this method of destroying Jericho? 2. List at least three other incidents where God demanded similar faith. 3. What relationship did faith and obedience have here? 

יְהוֹשֻׁעַ
Lesson 7

Defeat at Ai 
After the Israelites were victorious at Jericho, their confidence must have soared. Only the city of Ai stood between them and their ascent through the mountains into the rest of the promised land. Ai was not a large city, but it was strategically located and appears to have been well defended. The Israelites were anxious to take the cit responded quickly to the report of the spies. Their defeat came as a rude and complete shock. 

I. Defeat at Ai - 7:1.5 

1. We are told immediately of the sin of Achan and are able to anticipate its results. Note 

that God saw it as a national failure. Why? 2. Do you think the report of the spies in 7:3 indicated faith or pride? 3. How many men went to battle Ai? 4. Describe the defeat of the Israelites. 

II. Reaction of Joshua - 7:6-9

1. Describe the reaction of Joshua. 2. What was Joshua's worry regarding the Canaanites? What did he wish the Israelites had done? 3. What was wrong in Joshua's response? 

III. Instructions of Jehovah - 7:10-15

1. Why did God say he could no longer be with the people? 2. What needed to be done before He could stand with the people again? 3. What method did He request be used to identify the sinner? 4. What had the sinner done in Israel? 

IV. Stoning of Achan - 7:16-26

1. Once the sinner was identified, what did Joshua ask him to do? 2. Use the confession of Achan in 7: 20-21 to answer the following: What was the sin (specifically)? Against whom was the sin? What two types of things did Achan take? 3. What is the sin of covetousness? 4. What can you say about Achan given what he stole? 5. Note that Joshua accuses him of troubling the entire nation. 6. Lesson: What does this incident tell us about God? 

יְהוֹשֻׁעַ
Lesson 8

Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim
After the defeat at Ai, God had instructed the people to sanctity themselves (7:13) so that 

he could again be with them. With the stoning of Achan the people were cleansed, and God began to instruct them regarding a new battle against Ai. 

I. Instructions (8:1-9)
1. Jehovah instructs the people in vs. 1-2. Describe the plan. What is particularly different from the instructions regarding Jericho? 2. How many men did Joshua send behind the cit? 3. What additional specific instructions did Joshua give? 

II. Defeat at Ai (8:10-23)
1. Describe the location of all the people on the day of the attack. 2. How did the city react when they saw the Israelites? Why do you think they reacted so quickly? 3. What signal was used for the ambush to begin? 4. What did Joshua and the people do once the city was set on fire? 5. Who was taken alive? 

III. Destruction of Ai (8:24-29)
1. How many were slain? How long did Joshua hold out the javelin? 2. What was done to the city? To the king? 3. How well did their actions fit the instructions of God regarding the people of the promise land? 4. What was done with the spoils? Comment on the irony of this considering the actions of Achan at Jericho. 

IV. Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim (8:30-35)
1. Read Deuteronomy 27:11-16. Note that the action of the people in Joshua 8:30-35 

was a fulfillment of Moses' directions. 2. What was done on each mountain? 3. Where was the altar built? Why would this be the more appropriate of the two mountains? 

4. What did Joshua read before all the assembly? Why? 

יְהוֹשֻׁעַ
Lesson 9

The Gibeonites
With the defeat of both Jericho and Ai, the other kings of the promised land began to band together to attempt to defeat the Israelites (9:1, 2). However, the news of the news of the Israelites' might did not cause the same reaction by every group of people. 

I. Deceit of the Gibeonites  (9:3-15)
1. Why did the Gibeonites claim to be from a far country? 2. What did they do to demonstrate they had made a long journey? 3. What did they claim to have heard regarding Jehovah? 4. Why did they "travel" to the Israelites? 5. What covenant was made? 

II. Deceit Discovered (9:16-27)
1. How were the Gibeonites found out? 2. Why did the Israelites not slay them? 3. What change was made to the earlier covenant? 4. How did the Gibeonites display faith? Compare their faith to Rahab's. 

II. Attack of Gibeon (10:1-14)
1. Why was Adoni-zedek concerned? How did he react to the news of the Gibeonites? 

2. How did Joshua react to the request of the Gibeonites? 3. Jehovah told Joshua He would help him. How did He help during the battle? 4. What unique thing happened on this day? 

IV. Defeat of Israel's Enemies (10:15-43)
1. What did Joshua ask the chiefs of Israel to do? 2. What happened to the kings? 3. List the other cities conquered in 10:28-43. 

יְהוֹשֻׁעַ
Lesson 10

Division of the Land
We noted in the last lesson that the Israelites did not fully possess the promised land 

despite their victories over the confederations of Adoni-Zedek and Jabin. We are told in 13:1 that much land remained to be possessed and are reminded that Reuben, Gad and 

Manasseh had settled on the east side of the Jordan. Only Caleb seemed truly anxious to go and possess his land. Perhaps his desire spurred on the rest of Judah, but many tribes were very slow finishing their taking the land. 

I. Judah and the half-tribes possess their land (Chapters 15-17)

1. Chapter 15 relates the size of the land that the tribe of Judah came to possess. Note 

that it included Jerusalem (15:8). 2. What did Caleb promise to the slayer of Kiriath-sepher? 3. What nation later repossessed the cities of vs. 45.47? See 13:3. 4. Whom could the children of Judah not drive out? 5. Chapter 15 discusses the land possessed by the half-tribe of Ephraim. In what cit did the Canaanites continue to dwell? Could they have been driven out? 6. What request was made by the children of Joseph (Ephraim and Manasseh)? What was Joshua's reply? 7. Whom did the children of Manasseh fail to drive out? Did they have an opportunity to do so?

II. Division of land among the remaining tribes (Chapters 18-19) 

1. How many tribes remained which had not possessed their land? To this point which 

tribes had taken their land? 2. Use a map to get a general idea of where the land was that had been possessed. What does this suggest to you? 3. What disturbed Joshua? 4. What plan was devised to divide among the remaining tribes? (vs. 4). 5. Give the order of the final division by tribe. 6. What did Joshua receive? (vs.50). 

יְהוֹשֻׁעַ
Lesson 11

Final Provisions
When the division of the land among the tribes was completed, final instructions were 

given regarding the cities of refuge and the cities of the Levites. At this point, the two and a half tribes from the east side of the Jordan had completed their promise to Moses. They 

began to prepare to go home, but at the same time sought to signify the unity of the twelve tribes. 

I. Cites of Refuge and Levite Cities (Chapters 20, 21)

1. Read Numbers 35:9-34 and be prepared to discuss the purpose of the cities of refuge 

and the promises made to the Levites. 2. Name the cities of refuge. 3. How many total cities did the Levites receive? 4. Why do you think God chose to give the Levites this type of inheritance? 5. Read Deuteronomy 33:10. What responsibilities did the Levites have? 

II. Altar on the west of the Jordan (Chapter 22)

1. Joshua called Reuben, Gad and Manasseh together to dismiss them (22:1-9). What 

did he request of them? 2. How did the congregation react to the building of the altar? 

3. The delegation sent to the tribes was comprised of whom? Locate at least four words 

which indicate they believed the altar was wrong? 4. In the reply of the tribes they state they built the altar out of and of 5. What reason did they give for its construction. 

יְהוֹשֻׁעַ
Lesson 12

Final Speeches of Joshua 
Both of the last two chapters of Joshua begin with Joshua assembling the people. He is 

now old and not far from death. Joshua warns the people of the consequences of 

disobedience. He recounts the story of their fathers from the time of Abraham and forces 

them to make a decision as to whom they will serve. Of course, for Joshua this decision was made long before and he again pledges his service to God. 

I. Joshua urges obedience (Chapter 23)

1. What does Joshua warn the people will turn God away from them? 2. What was to be their attitude toward the law of God? 3. How certain were the people to be that God had done all for them? 4. What would happen if they served other gods? 

II. The Challenge of Joshua (Chapter 24)

1. Joshua begins his final address at Shechem by telling of the faithfulness of God from 

the time of Abraham till the conquest of Canaan. 2. Use vs. 13 to describe what the Israelites were given. 3. What choice does Joshua offer them? Be very specific. What did he decide to do? 4. How did the people respond? What did they give as the reason for their decision? 5. Note from verse 26 that Joshua wrote a book which was intended to be law and to be used as a reminder. This is a procedure which did not change from the time of Moses. 6. How old was Joshua at his death. 
